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The success of the enterprise depended entirely, of course, on the
measure of sympathy and support it might obtain from the Tinted
States. Of support it received none. The behaviour of the Wash-
ington government was disappointingly 4t correct " ; strict neutrality
was enforced, and the Canadian volunteers and police did the rest.
The main body of raiders was driven back across the frontier ; sue
of the leaders were captured, tried by court-martial and shot. No
further trouble was experienced in Canada.
Such importance as Fenianism really possessed lay m its influence In Eng-
upon English opinion.    That influence was powerfully exerted byj?^.' r
the events of 1867.    The alarms were frequent throughout the year. Castle
Of the first of the series Chester was the scene.    The Castle contained
9,000 stands of arms, 4,000 swords, 900,000 rounds of ammunition,
besides a large amount of powder in bulk and the armoury of the
militia and volunteers.    It was garrisoned by half a dozen soldiers
of the 54th Regiment.    It is supposed that the plan was to seize the
Castle, to carry off the stores, arms, and arnmunitiop ; to cut the
telegraph wires  and tear up the rails ;    then  make all  speed for
Holyhead, seize some vessels in the harbour, and descend upon the
Irish coast.    Had it not been for the promptitude of the police,
magistrates, and citizens of Chester the plan might have succeeded
and the country would have incurred ridicule if not danger     From
the early hours of Monday, February llth, bands of young men,
from eighteen to twenty-five years of age and " apparently of the
labouring and operative class," l began to pour into the city b; train
from Liverpool, Preston, Manchester, Halifax, and other neighbour-
ing towns.    By Monday evening there were said to be 1,500 of them
m the city.    The authorities in Chester acted with commendable
promptitude     By one o'clock on the afternoon of Monday a company
of the 54th Regiment arrived from Manchester, the volunteers and
other citizens were enrolled as special constables ;   Lord Grosvenor
left London by the mail on Monday night and put himself at the
head of his Cheshire Yeomanry on Tuesday morning, and at 10.45
A.M. on the Tuesday (Feb. 12th) a battalion of Scots Fusiliers arrived
by special train from Euston.    After the arrival of this strong rein-
forcement the citizens of Chester breathed again :   the mysterious
strangers disappeared as quickly as they had come, and by Tuesday
evening the scare was at an end.
Some of the Chester visitors may have taken boat for Ireland.
At any rate, seventy suspected Fenians were arrested on their
arrival in Dublin on board the Alexandra from Holyhead and the
S. Colwnba from Liverpool, on the morning of Wednesday the 13th.
On the 14th there was a rising in County Kerry, and for twenty-four
hours there was much alarm at Killarney. But on the arrival of
reinforcements the Fenians took to the mountains, and on Friday
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